for the

LOoVve

Ferrets

by Gordon Bailey Jr.

Some people might ask, “Who on
earth would want a ferret for a pet?”
Others would answer by asking, “Who
wouldn’t want a ferret for a pet?”

Such is the dichotomy in human na-
ture. Ferrets do share certain qualities
with the most common household pets.
Like dogs, they are loyal and affection-
ate. Like cats, they are inquisitive and
mischevious. Like birds... okay, forget
birds.

But count Connie Gaddy among the
planet’s foremost ferret fans. Her Fer-
ret Waystation in Manchaca is devoted
to the care, feeding, and survival of the
small animals which are related to wea-
sels. It is her mission in life, you might
say, and beyond that, she just likes the
little critters.

The Waystation, which is really part
of her home off Twin Creeks Road,
serves as a kind of halfway house for
homeless ferrets, and also as a base of
operations. Connie’swebsite (http://fer-
retwaystation.com) is a clearing-house
of information on ferrets, even selling
nutritious ferret chow products in case
you candt pnd any at the local HEB.
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And how about a recipe or two you can
make at home? No, not containing fer-
rets, but to feed them. There’s one con-
taining chicken thighs that apparently
the small creatures pnd yummy. They
are, after all, carnivores.

Another similarity with more com-
mon household pets is that ferrets are
often abandoned by prst-time owners
who don’t realize the amount of atten-
tion, care, and expense necessary to
maintain a healthy ferret. The animals
are sometimes dropped off at the Town
Lake Animal Center, which in turn
hands them over to Ms. Gaddy. As she
says, “Pet stores and places like Craig-
slist often give incorrect information to
the people buying ferrets. Ferrets need
shots and physical exams annually. A
lot of people don’t realize this.” In one
case, a woman bought a pair of ferrets
off Craigslist which, she was told, were
two years old. It turns out they were six
years old, near the upper end of a fer-
ret’s life expectancy. (Connie says you
can tell by their teeth.) “The chances
of them being adopted are practically
zero,” she says. “Soall I can do is make
them comfortable till they die.”

That’s probably the hardest part of
running a ferret shelter, she adds. She
gets attached to the animals in her care
and takes it very hard when they die.
The most rewarding part, not surpris-
ingly, is taking in a sick ferret and car-
ing for it, seeing it recover to its normal
healthy state.

The Ferret Waystation is funded al-
most entirely by Connie, who works
full-time as an accountant, and her hus-
band Greg, who works for a mechanical
contractor. A few contributions come
in from time to time, but not nearly
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enough to maintain the operation. The
facility operates out of a spare bedroom
in the couple’s home and Connie admits
she’s had to turn down ferrets on occa-
sion because of their limited pnances.
She charges a modest fee for adoptions
and ‘ferret-sitting” which help offset
some of the expense.
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As the only ferret care center between
Waco and San Marcos, the Waystation
provides a service for which state ani-
mal ofpcials are undoubtedly grateful.
Connie says she plans to continue oper-
ating as long as she can. In any event,
ferrets are in her future... she also has
six of them as personal pets.
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Connie Gaddy cuddles one of the many ferrets she cares for at her home in Man-
chaca. Gaddy and her family run the Ferret Waystation, which takes in unwanted pet
ferrets and looks for new owners who will care for them.



